A Mini Retreat for Yourself or in a Group = 40-50 min.
Designed for Reconciliation

Winter, with its serene beauty and stillness,
offers a unique opportunity for reflection and renewal.
This retreat is designed to help you embrace winter's
grace through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. By
immersing yourself in prayer and contemplation, you
can find peace and spiritual refreshment during this
sacred season.

Let’s begin by inviting the Holy Spirit into our heart.

L I,

Finding Winter’s Grace

All: Come Holy Spirit, as | enter this retreat, | ask for Your grace and guidance. Help me to quiet my
mind and open my heart to Your presence. Guide me through this winter season, so it may
foster spiritual renewal, and reconciliation. Amen.

As | settle into this sacred space, let my breath slow and my thoughts become gentle, inviting a
sense of calm and readiness for what You wish to share with me in this moment. Allow the quiet
of winter to envelop me and become a backdrop for honest reflection, trusting that You will
accompany me every step, nurturing within you a spirit of openness and hope. In this time set
apart, | prepare to receive the gentle movements of grace that inspire change, healing, and
renewed purpose as | continue my journey toward reconciliation and spiritual growth. Amen.

Reader 1: Grace, in the Catholic tradition, is considered a free and undeserved gift from God that aids
us in our spiritual journey. It is God's love and presence in the world, empowering us to live
according to His will. Grace is not something that can be earned; rather, it is generously
bestowed by God, allowing believers to grow in faith, hope, and love even in coldness of winter.

Catholic theology distinguishes between different types of grace:

% Sanctifying Grace — This is the grace that dwells in the soul, transforming and
sanctifying it, making it holy and pleasing to God. It is imparted through the sacraments,
particularly baptism, and is crucial for salvation. When a person is forgiven for mortal
sins in the sacrament, sanctifying grace is restored to their soul, making them a child of
God again.

% Actual Grace — This refers to the temporary divine assistance that helps individuals
perform good acts and resist sin. It prompts and supports people in making moral
decisions and fulfilling God's commandments. Actual grace enables one to seek
reconciliation by prompting the will to repent.

% Sacramental Grace — Each sacrament provides specific graces that help believers live
out their Christian vocation. Sacramental grace is the specific grace received through the
sacrament of reconciliation, which not only forgives sins but also strengthens a person to
resist temptation and grow in holiness. It is a spiritual healing that restores the relationship
with God and the Church.

Grace and Reconciliation in Stillness

Reader 2: Read the passage that speaks to the theme of reconciliation and renewal, 2 Corinthians
5:17-21. Then, meditate and share your responses to the following:
s How does this passage speak to you about meditation and renewal, especially during the
winter, as we for the renewal of spring?

% What is God inviting you to change or embrace in your life?
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Reader 3: Winter offers a chance to shift from constant activity to simply being—spending time in God's
Word and presence. Psalm 46:11 urges us to, “Be still and know that | am God! | am exalted
among the nations, exalted on the earth.”

God has permitted us to cease striving— and perhaps even serving—for a time, to clear our
minds, renew our strength and enthusiasm, draw us closer to Him, and reflect on His calling
upon our lives. This pause can renew our energy, draw us closer to Him, and help us reflect on
His purpose for us, though some may find stillness difficult when feeling unproductive.

Reader 4: Let’s find grace in winter’s stillness.
Close your eyes and take a few deep breaths. Imagine a serene winter landscape. The
air is crisp, and snowflakes gently fall around you.
Picture yourself wrapped in a warm cloak, feeling embraced by God'’s love and grace.
As you breathe in, invite the peace of winter into your heart. Now, make room and breathe
out any worries or burdens you carry.
Meditate on the stillness around you, then share your responses to the following.

o What does this silence reveal about God’s presence and grace in your life?

o How can you carry the lessons of winter into other seasons of your life?

o In what ways can you extend grace and forgiveness to others, mirroring the purity

of snow?
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Embracing Grace
Reader 5: As winter’s stillness allows space for renewal, the Sacrament of Reconciliation offers a
sacred moment to pause, acknowledge our shortcomings, and receive God’s merciful love. By
honestly confessing our sins and opening our hearts to forgiveness, we make room for God’s
grace to heal and restore us from within. This grace gently lifts burdens, renews our spirit, and
empowers us to move forward with greater peace and freedom, carrying the lessons of
compassion and mercy into our daily lives, not just in winter, but year round.

Meditate and Share:
% How can the Sacrament of Reconciliation increase God’s grace in your life?

All: Breathe in me, Holy Spirit, that | may carry the peace and grace | have received into my daily life.
Help me to continue to grow in love and holiness, embracing the beauty of winter with a renewed
spirit. Thank You for the gift of this time spent in Your presence. Amen.

(After the prayer, please take a moment to sit in silence, absorbing the peace and grace.)

By embracing winter's grace through prayer and reconciliation, we can find renewed strength
and peace in our spiritual journey. As we move forward, consider how you can integrate the
insights and grace from this retreat into your everyday life. while meditating on the following:

% What changes can | make to my daily routine to maintain this sense of peace?
% How can | continue to nurture my relationship with God during this winter season?
s When will | be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation?
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